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1st Quarter 2021 

MISSION STATEMENT:  The mission of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is to 
spread the Word and share the love of God with all people. 

 

COVID-19 TESTING SITE  

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  

Episcopal Church 

January 14, 2021 at 10 a.m  

Parish Contact Information 
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Parish Contact Information: 

Rector: The Reverend Raphiell Ashford 

Church Secretary:  Sheryl D. Belcher 

Office Number:  803-254-2327  

Church e-mail address  

stlukescolumbia@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday – Thursday: 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Friday: Closed  

 

**To receive bulletins via email, please submit your request to  

stlukescolumbia@gmail.com 

**All emails will be kept confidential** 

**To submit church bulletin information:  email stlukescolumbia@gmail.com 

no later than 2 pm, Tuesday before Sunday Church service. 

**To receive bulletins via mail, please call the church during business hours 

at 803-254-2327 and provide the Church Secretary your complete address. 

**To receive the Gazette Newsletter via email, please ensure that your      

completed Church Information sheet is submitted to the  

Church Secretary, stlukescolumbia@gmail.com or the church parish office. 

 

Remember...Your voice is important!  

  
       Please use the SUGGESTION BOX, located in the Narthex and the Parish Hall.   

       The responses will be discussed by the Vestry / Forums and posted on the  

       Parish Hall Bulletin Board “Communication and Technology Board”. 
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New Year’s Message 

 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength 

and my Redeemer. Amen.  

 

These words take me back to a time in my life when I was a child in church with my grandmother. We would 

sing these words that would lead us into chanting the Lord’s Prayer (yes, there was chanting in my  

grandmother’s Baptist church). As I sit here writing this reflection for our first newsletter of 2021, I cannot 

help but to reflect on the past year; and what a year it was. 

 

The year 2020 was one for the record books. We were hit with a pandemic, and our lives were disrupted; not 

only our personal lives but also to some degree, our spiritual lives. We learned about ourselves this past year. 

We learned how we react in a crisis. We learned about each other and how other people react in a crisis. Most 

importantly, we learned how strong our faith is in God. And even do I dare say, we realized that perhaps our 

faith in God was not as strong as we thought, especially in times of uncertainty.  

 

If you are reading this, then you have a lot to be thankful for, and your faith, if not already, should be even 

stronger in God. You most likely have your health (maybe not a good as you would like, but you have it), your 

mind, your family, your home, and food to eat. Were you as faithful to God in 2020 as God was to you? Only 

you know the answer to that question.  

 

I grew tired of hearing people and television pundits say that this is the “new normal.” There is nothing normal 

about being void of human interaction, wearing masks, people fighting over and hoarding toilet paper, etc. I 

also grew tired of people saying that “the building is not the Church; we are the Church.” That sounds good in 

theory, but I do not care how many times you say it, nothing compares to being able to worship together. Yes, 

it is a building, but it is not just any building. It is God’s house, on loan to us temporarily. We have many 

memories in St. Luke’s: weddings, baptisms, confirmations, funerals, friendships, generations before us, etc.  

 

From the Desk of  
The Rev’d Raphiell Ashford 
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God has given us another chance to show our appreciation for St. Luke’s, and to renew our faith in God. This 

pandemic has shown me that St. Luke’s has what it takes to survive a crisis, but that was done through the 

hard work of many people behind the scenes to make sure that the bills were paid, salaries were paid, weekly 

services were brought to you through technology, etc. God and St. Luke’s needs all of us to do our fair share 

to make sure that the building is around for generations to come.  

 

After reading this, I invite you to pause for a few minutes, and reflect on the past year. How did you react  

during the pandemic? Other than for safety reasons, did you withdraw from God? Did you over function or 

under function? Did you withdraw from St. Luke’s physically, financially, emotionally, spiritually? If so, 

why? What was and/or will be accomplished by you doing so?  

 

This year is a new beginning as we can begin to see the light at the end of the tunnel. God has brought us into 

a new year. We have been given another chance to be good stewards of that which God has given us. Let us 

not squabble, quibble, or hoard when it comes to what is expected of us.  

Everyone at St. Luke’s is important in my eyes and more importantly, in God’s eyes. Do not let what you do at 

and for St. Luke’s be defined by what you assume others may think. The work that we do is for God and God 

alone. Each and every one who enjoys the fruits of the vineyard has a responsibility to make sure that the  

vineyard remains vibrant and relevant.  

 

Let us do better, work better, treat and love each other better, and better give of our time, talent, and treasure 

in 2021. That is my wish for the New Year.  

 

In Peace, 

Fr. Raphiell+ 

From the Desk ...Continued 
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Episcopal Church to participate in S.C.  

Department of Health and Environmental Control’s (DHEC)  

for COVID-19 Infection and Antibodies on January 14, 2021, at 10 

a.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal Church will serve as a testing site for the 

COVID-19 virus including, being tested for antibodies, which 

can determine if you unknowingly already had the virus and  

recovered.  Testing is free.   

“This is an important opportunity for St. Luke’s parishioners, the  

constituents that we serve and the surrounding community. Not only will 

it allow public health professionals to identify people who are sick, but 

also link them to the tools and resources they need to stay healthy and 

stop others from becoming sick,” stated Father Raphiell Ashford.   

 

About the testing  

The test to check if you’re currently infected with the virus uses a swab that a trained medical worker will run 

along the shallow inside area of your nose. It is pain-free, although it may tickle.   The test to check if you’ve 

already had the virus in the past will require a small amount of blood that a trained medical worker will  

collect from a small fingerstick.  

If you decide to take part, you will be asked a few questions about your health. All information 

will be confidential. The information you chose to provide will be kept safe and private.   

Test results will be provided to you within a few days by email, text message or phone call.   

About the prevalence study  

DHEC and the University of South Carolina’s Arnold School of Medicine, along with other partners, are  

leading a statewide project, referred to as prevalence study, that helps public health officials better understand 

which communities are most impacted by COVID-19. By making testing easily available, we can identify 

communities that may need additional resources to help limit spread of the virus and keep each other safe.  

You can learn more about this important, and voluntary, public health project by visiting https://scstrong.sc.edu 

or contacting project personnel at 803-576-7378 or scstrong@sc.edu.  

Additional information  

Whether your test results are positive or negative, it is important that you continue to wear a mask when you 

go out in public, stay socially distanced (at least six feet away from people who don’t live in your  

household),  wash your hands often, and stay away from group gatherings.   

DHEC and state health officials also recommend that you get tested regularly, at least once a month. There are 

hundreds of testing opportunities across the state. DHEC-sponsored testing is always free and uses either  

pain-free nose swabs or mouth swabs. Visit scdhec.gov/COVID19.  

 

COVID-19 TESTING SITE  

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church  

Episcopal Church 

January 14, 2021 at 10 a.m  

https://scstrong.sc.edu/
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ST. LUKE’S St. Luke’s  

Endowment Fund Corner 
 

The Endowment Fund is Building 
 
The Endowment Committee is in action! The next time you are in church 
see if you can spot the poster of the little white church with the red 
door..the original St. Luke’s. How did we get from that quaint structure to 
the beautiful sanctuary we are in now? Financial support from the  
congregation. Don’t say, “Oh no, another ask for money!” Giving can be 
fun! Or suit a purpose in your own life. 
 
Also, look out for the new envelopes, pamphlets and brochures explaining 
the history of the Endowment at St. Luke’s and giving opportunities. The 
Endowment Committee is planning workshops for you to learn how to 
reach your financial goals and manage your estate, fun activities to help 
reach our goals and ways for you to dedicate and celebrate the important 
people and events in your life.  
 
We have created all these items so that you can be a part, be another brick 
in the foundation for the future of St. Luke’s. Watch the numbers on our 
goal board rise and know that you played a role in reaching that $100,000 
mark. 
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St. Luke’s is now set up for Online Giving via this medium, On Realm. The link is 
included below. This link will allow those of you who find it more convenient to 
give by online giving to do so. It is also a convenient way to encourage others to 
give who may be away from the church at this time. The link is shareable to family 
and friends of St. Luke’s.  
The link has been tested twice and works well. A receipt will be automatically  
generated for you. You can also check your giving status by going to the Giving tab 
on the On Realm website (www.onrealm.org).  
Here is the link for Online Giving: https://onrealm.org/StLukesEpiscopa59532/-/give  

We ask that you do not post this link to social media websites or any other public 

venue. Public access to this way of giving and/or the public publishing of this link 
will be controlled internally. 
Please contact our Treasurer, Pat Cokley (pcokley@yahoo.com) and/or Assistant 
Treasurer, William Smith (Mostwise33@gmail.com), if you have any questions  
regarding Online Giving.  
 
Whatever way you decide to give: check, bank draft, or online giving, thank you for 
your continued financial support.  
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In grateful recognition that all of my (our) time, talents, and treasures come from GOD,                                     
I (we) gladly join others to support the work of our Lord’s church. 

 

2021 PLEDGE/TITHE:  I (We) will contribute:  (Check one) [   ] $___________ weekly  [   ] $__________ monthly 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT (BUILDINGS & GROUNDS): I (We) will contribute: (Check one)    

                                                                                [   ] $30.00 monthly   [   ]  $40.00 monthly  [   ] $50.00 monthly 

                                                                                                  TOTAL MONTHLY GIVING: $__________________ 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  [   ] One Vase  $40     [   ] Two Vases $80 

Name: ______________________________________  Phone: ______________  Email Address:  ______________ 

 WHAT ARE YOUR TALENTS/SKILLS?  __________________________________________________________                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

“You will be enriched in every way for great Genorosity”  -  2 Corinthians 
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*All services are at 10 a.m unless otherwise indicated 

 
 
1st  The Holy Name 
 
3rd  The Second Sunday after Christmas Day 
              The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 
6th  The Epiphany 
                        Service: TBD 
 
10th  The First Sunday after the Epiphany  
                       (The Baptism of our Lord) 
                        The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 
17th  The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
                        The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 
18th  The Confession of St. Peter, Apostle 
  
24th  The Third Sunday after the Epiphany  
                        The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 
25th  The Conversion of St. Paul 
 
31st  The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
                        The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
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*Black History Month: Programming TBD 
 

 
2nd  The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 
 
7th  The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
            The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 
13th  The Feast of Absalom Jones 
            Service: TBD 
 
14th  The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
            The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 
17th  Ash Wednesday 
            The Holy Eucharist: Rite II  
   w/the Imposition of Ashes (7:00PM) 
 
21st  The First Sunday in Lent 
            The Holy Eucharist: Rite I 
 
24th  St. Matthias, Apostle 
 
28th  The Second Sunday in Lent 
            The Holy Eucharist: Rite I 
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7th  The Third Sunday in Lent 
          The Holy Eucharist: Rite I 
 
14th  The Fourth Sunday in Lent (Laetare Sunday) 
            The Holy Eucharist: Rite I 
 
19th  St. Joseph 
 
21st  The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
            The Holy Eucharist: Rite I 
 
25th  The Annunciation 
            Service: TBD 
 
28th  The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
            The Holy Eucharist: Rite II  
   w/the Passion Play 
             

HOLY WEEK BEGINS 



Contact Us 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
 
Rector:  The Rev’d Raphiell Ashford 
Deacon:  The Rev’d Dcn Dianna L. Deaderick 
Organist/Choirmaster:  Mr. Tim Walters 
Parish Secretary:  Sheryl D. Belcher 
 
1300 Pine Street 
Columbia, SC 29204 
(803) 254-2327 
Website:  http://www.stlukescolasc.org 
Email:  stlukescolumbia@gmail.com  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stlukescolumbia   

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

1300 Pine Street 

Columbia, SC 29204 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

COLUMBIA, SC 

PERMIT NO. 459 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

2nd Qtr, 2021 St. Luke’s Gazette will be published last week of March 2021.  

Deadline for articles/announcements is 9 March 2021.  

Communication and Technology Commission 

Facilitator:  Karen Castelli 
 

Commission Team Editors: 

William S. Smith Jr. 

Patricia Cokley 

Gwen Meadows 

Sheryl Belcher 

Corine Whittington-Kimpson 

 

Gazette POC:  Michelle Ingram-Smith  

StLukesCommo@gmail.com 
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